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Impunity, the root of increased police brutality 

On Friday 20 April 2012, Justice Felistus 

Chatukuta granted former Officer in 
Charge of Shamva Police Station, In-

spector Aspias Shumba USD100 bail. 
Shumba is accused, together with six 

other police officers who are also re-
manded out of custody, of causing the 

death of a mine worker, Mr. Luxmore 
Chivambo. Chivambo was assaulted to 

death by the police for allegedly steal-
ing a purse belonging to Shumba‟s wife.  

Rights groups, concerned individuals 
and Shamva residents have raised con-

cern over the apparent selective appli-
cation of the law where the seven were 

granted bail within a few weeks of mur-

dering an innocent civilian while 29 
Glen View residents facing trumped up 

charges of murdering a police officer in 
Glen View last year continue enduring 

torment while in remand. Moreover, 
Shamva residents who attended a Crisis 

in Zimbabwe Coalition meeting on the 
15th of April raised concern over the re-

lease on bail of the police officers and 
alleged that the remaining officers were 

brushing the matter aside claiming that 
the seven would simply be transferred 

to other police stations. 
  

„Things are difficult for us. Those 

who protested against the murder 
are constantly harassed by the po-

lice. We are told that the accused 
will simply be transferred to other 

police stations. Hapana ano-
tenderwa kutyora mutemo (No-one 

is allowed to break the law). We 
need transparency and accountabil-

ity so that as a community we are 
aware of how the case is progress-

ing,‟ said a participant 
at the meeting.   

 

What is apparent from sentiments aired 

by Shamva residents and by concerned 
Zimbabweans is that the level of impu-

nity witnessed in dealing with matters 
involving the police, state intelligence  

military  and ZANU PF officials has led 
to them perpetrating rights abuses with 

no remorse and without fear of prosecu-
tion. The murder of Chivambo is an in-

dication of the venomous effects of tol-
erating and celebrating erroneous be-

haviour and misconduct. In 2007, police 
shot dead in cold blood a National Con-

stitutional Assembly (NCA) activist, Gift 
Tandare during the disruption of the 

Save Zimbabwe Campaign rally while in 

March this year, two suspected robbers; 
Tendai Dzigarwi and Emson Ngundu 

were allegedly tortured and shot while 
in police custody. Their slayers, though 

known, are protected by the govern-
ment.  

 
The toxic role played by the state secu-

rity dates back to the 80‟s when the Ko-
rean trained Fifth Brigade, with the 

blessings of the ZANU PF government 
slaughtered approximately 20,000 citi-

zens according to the Catholic Commis-
sion for Justice and Peace (CCJP) in 

Matebeleland and parts of the Midlands 

province. ZANU PF‟s attempts to have 
the proposed Human Rights Commission 

investigating crimes perpetrated post 
2008 is a clear sign of their desperate 

attempts to protect rapists, murderers 
and assailants. 

  
Instead of arresting the culprits, it 

seems the government is in the busi-
ness of celebrating such behaviour by 

„rewarding‟ perpetrators. The chief ar-
chitect of the Gukurahundi, Air Marshal 

Perrence Shiri is currently the com-
mander of the Air Force of Zimbabwe 

while Joseph Mwale, whose warrant of 
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arrest was issued by the High Court following the murder of Tichaona Chiminya 

and Talent Mabika in Murambinda in 2000, was reportedly part of a security team 
which toured Chiadzwa Diamond fields with Prime Minister, Morgan Tsvangirai. In 

2007, reports also alleged that Mwale had been deployed to the Zimbabwe embas-
sy in Zambia. Who would then blame the Shamva residents for believing that the 

seven will simply be transferred to other stations? The lack of transparency and 
accountability in the country has led to the police service and judiciary protecting 

criminals. Can Zimbabweans really move forward while the dark cloud of unsolved 
cases of torture, murder and displacements hovers over the country? Worse still, 

how are would- be perpetrators deterred from perpetrating abuses when the price 
for cold blooded murder by uniformed forces is elevation to better positions within 

government? 
 

It is the obligation and responsibility of the government to protect its citizens and 
to ensure that those caught on the wrong side of the law, regardless of their politi-

cal affiliation or position in society are brought to book. The habit by the police, 

military and state intelligence of using their positions to be the authors of life is 
uncouth and illegal.  

 
The government should draw lessons from the Malawian President, Joyce Banda 

who fired Police Chief, Peter Mukhito for presiding over a police force which mur-
dered more than 20 civilians during the July 2011 protests. The role of the police is 

to protect civilians yet they continue to perpetrate rights abuses against the Zim-
babweans. Home Affairs co- Ministers, Kembo Mohade and Theresa Makone Police 

Commissioner, Augustine Chihuri and Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs, Patrick 
Chinamasa need to start taking their jobs seriously!  
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Political parties should put citizens’ interests first  

“Acknowledging that it is the fundamental right and duty of the Zimba-

bwean people to make a constitution by themselves and for themselves; 

Aware that the process of making this constitution must be owned and 

driven by the people and must be inclusive and democratic…” 

Article 6 of the GPA 

The above declaration is part of the Global Political Agreement (GPA) signed by 

ZANU PF and the two Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) formations. The 

NewsDay today Monday 23 April 2012 reported that the constitution-making pro-

cess is heading for another glitch after it emerged the three co-chairpersons of the 

Constitutional Parliamentary Select Committee (COPAC) are divided over whether 

or not the country‟s three principals should intervene and fast-track the process. 

The three co-chairpersons Edward Mkhosi (MDC), Douglas Mwonzora (MDC-T) and 

Munyaradzi Paul Mangwana (Zanu PF) declared a deadlock over three outstanding 

issues, dual citizenship, devolution and Executive powers and referred the matter 

to the COPAC management committee which is now mandated to refer it further 

to the principals for a quick resolution.  

 

The writing of the new Constitution which started three years ago has been stalled 

on several occasions due to disagreements among political parties driving the pro-

cess. The Global Political Agreement to which all parties are signatories clearly 

spells out that the constitution making process which is a key ingredient of Zimba-

bwe‟s democratisation agenda must be embarked upon. For the past three years, 

all parties to the GPA have been active participants in the constitution making pro-

cess and have even determined key events in this process. All are represented in 

the Select Committee and the management committee which are the bodies run-

ning this process and agree that the constitution must be completed without de-

lay. In crafting the roadmap, all the negotiators from across the political divide 

agreed that the completion of the constitution making process is a key milestone 

in the journey towards free and fair elections. But for all parties to continuously 

argue over the contents of the constitution shows their insincerity and disregard 

for the views gathered during the outreach phase of the constitution making pro-

cess.  
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The people of Zimbabwe participated in the public outreach exercise and spoke on 

what they want included in the constitution. They are therefore waiting patiently 

for the official draft to see whether their views were adequately covered. The lack 

of commitment by parties in the Global Political Agreement in constitutional re-

forms as evidenced by the delays in finalising the draft constitution is worrisome. 

There is need for the GPA signatories to exhibit the political will to deliver on their 

promises to citizens, for without conviction, the process will die.  

It is therefore necessary for the political parties that make up COPAC to put aside 

their differences and for once work towards the good of the country in resolving 

this issue. They should also stop taking the people of Zimbabwe for granted and 

cease holding the nation at ransom over unending selfish differences.  
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Denounce violence- Zurura traditional leaders 

urge 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition con-

vened a “Meet the People Forum” at 
Zurura Growth Point in Manicaland 

province on Friday 20 April 2012 which 
brought together the political, business, 

traditional and church leadership in the 
area. The political leadership gave feed-

back on key political developments and 
members of the community asked their 

leadership questions concerning their 
social and economic well-being. The 

meeting was attended by 459 people 
(272 males and 187 females) including 

Honorable Pishai Muchaurayaya (M.P 
Makoni South), Councilors Pachawo, 

Kawadza and Kutupira. The traditional 

leadership that attended the meeting 
included Headman Ngirazi, Headman 

Gandanzara, Headman Kwinje and 
Headman Dzumbani. The Coalition was 

impressed by the stance taken by the 
traditional leadership to be non-partisan 

and to speak out against violence. 
There was a general feeling that voter 

education and mobilization from both 
political parties and civil society is be-

hind schedule in the context of the 
speculation of dates for the next elec-

tion. Hon Pishai Muchauraya said that 
the completion of the constitution mak-

ing process is intricately linked to the 

holding of the next election.  
  

Headman Gandanzara took advantage 
of the forum  to encourage members of 

the community in refusing  to engage in 
political violence. He said that he has, 

with the support of other like minded 
traditional leaders decided to adopt a 

zero tolerance to political violence by 

not aligning with any political party. 
Other issues raised during the meeting 

were:  
 

 The rural electrification program has 

not benefited a lot of people in the 

area despite the lines passing 
through some of the villages which 

do not have electricity. The counci-
lors present at the meeting pledged 

to take up the issue with ZESA and 
the local authorities. 

 
 The constitution should be clear on 

age restrictions for the President. It 
should contain a clear entry and exit 

age and not only have term limits as 

is being suggested in the media. 
 

 Minister Ignatius Chombo should be 

stopped from interfering with local 

authorities, it emerged that Chombo 
wants to single-handedly run all the 

local authorities in the country and 
more often than not victimize counci-

lors and council employees deemed 
to be anti- ZANU PF.  
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